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Never A Crime – Pride workshops 

Participant information sheet  
 

The historic oppression of gay and bisexual men by law and society sought to create a sense of shame 

around homosexuality. In 2015 the State Government implemented a scheme to expunge historical 

convictions for homosexual sex between consenting adults and in 2016 the Victorian Premier Daniel 

Andrews apologized for the way gay and bisexual men were treated (watch the apology here). These 

changes recognise that homosexual sex between consenting adults should never have been a crime.  

 

While these reforms are significant – many report there is still a sense of shame around 

homosexuality. The Never a Crime project addresses this shame and affirms homosexuality as an 

equal way of being. In 2018, we continue our successful Pride workshops and invite gay and bisexual 

men to share stories about what their sexuality and Pride means to them – because Pride is the 

opposite of shame. 

 

A central focus of the workshops is making a mask to represent Pride. Masks are made and worn by 

men around the world as symbols of protection, celebration, transition, renewal, stability or rites of 

passage. By sharing your mask and story you are helping to build Pride. See our webpage for photos 

from previous workshops on our Never A Crime webpage: https://alicesgarage.net/neveracrime/ 

 

If you decide to participate 

Gay and bisexual men are invited to participate in our 2018 workshops. If you decide to participate 

you will be invited to: 

 

1. RSVP to Catherine Barrett and talk about materials for your mask on 0429 582 237 or 

director@celebrateageing.com 

2. Make a mask that represents your sexuality and Pride  

3. Write some words about: 

• What Pride means to you 

• The way you have experienced life as a gay or bisexual man 

• The story your mask tells  

4. Complete a Consent and Release Form 

5. Have your photograph taken with your mask by Lisa White, The Social Photographer 

 

What happens next 

Your photograph and the words you wrote will be uploaded to the project webpage to raise awareness 

of the importance of Pride.  

 

Privacy 

You can choose to remain anonymous. Your photograph can be full face, covered or cropped. You 

choose.  

 

Workshop partners and supporters 

The project is being coordinated by Dr Catherine Barrett, Director of Alice’s Garage and Lisa White – 

the Social Photographer. The 2018 workshops have been funded by the City of Melbourne. The 

project patron is Ro Allen, Gender and Sexuality Commissioner. The workshops are supported by key 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUoqrgjGg4c&feature=youtu.be
http://thesocialphotographer.com.au/
https://alicesgarage.net/
http://thesocialphotographer.com.au/
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stakeholders including: The Human Rights Law Centre; Australian Lesbian and Gay Archives; 

Switchboard Victoria; Vintage Men; and the Victorian AIDS Council. A project advisory group with 

representatives from these organisations oversees the project.  

 

Consent  

If you decide to participate you are invited to read this information sheet, contact Catherine Barrett 

(0429 582 237) if you have any questions.  

 

Support services 

There are a broad range of support services available to assist you if you need to talk to someone: 

 

• VAC counselling service: the first session is free and from then on fees are based on a scale 

depending on your income. Open Monday to Thursday 9am – 8pm. Friday 9am – 4pm. Phone 

(03) 9865 6700 or web: http://vac.org.au/lgbti-health/counselling 

 

• Switchboard Victoria provides peer based support for LGBTIQ people and their friends, family 

and allies. Switchboard is a Victorian partner in the national telephone and web counselling, 

information and referral service (QLife) and are available 3pm – 12am every day on 1800 184 

527 or web: http://www.switchboard.org.au/ 

 

• QLife is Australia’s first nationally-oriented counselling and referral service for LGBTIQ people. 

QLife are available from 5:30pm – 10:30pm and can be contacted on 1800 184 527 or web: 

https://qlife.org.au/ 

 

• beyondblue provides a free phone service 24 hours a day on 1300 22 4636 or web: 

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/ 

 

• Lifeline is a free phone service available 24 hours a day on 13 11 14 or web: 

https://www.lifeline.org.au/ 

 

 

More information  

If you want more information about this project go to the project webpage at: 

alicesgarage.net/neveracrime or contact one of the following project coordinators: 

 

• Dr Catherine Barrett: 0429 582 237 or director@celebrateageing.com 

• Lisa White: 0486 661 973 or lisa@thesocialphotographer.com.au 
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